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ABSTEACT 

Throughout its hiatory# the prees in the Dnited 
States has been dominated by whites and directed tovard the interests 
and well-being of white readers, often ignoring or distorting news 
and events within and about nonwhite communities. As a result, 
minority groups have established their own press systems. One of 
these systems, with a 148* year history, is the native American press* 
The first Indian paper, half in English and half in the Cherokee 
alphabet, was the "Cherokee Phoenix, •» established in 1828* like many 
other native Amerloan papers, it did not long survive the pressures 
and open harrassment by white society and governments Although of 
varying degrees of journalistic sophistication, today's native 
American press carries on the tradition of Investigative watchdog 
journalism, continues its role as educator, and functions as a 
preserver of heritage, carrying tales from the past and accounts of 
living native American leaders. Increasing numbers of papers also 
attempt to ^introduce the native American languages of their 
readers. (Author/JM) 
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Native .Airerican llmmpmg^mi Selected Vignettes 



by Sharon Murphy, UWM Dapartment of Mass Communication 



M'HDDUOTON 



Throughout tiieir history, U*S, Native Ann^iaan new^apera 



hava played the roles of ratcMog^ teadher and ad^^^te, pranoting 
literacy^ reporting on mcroaAmente by \diite civilisation and acm-- 
menduig tiie l^eritagemd aooonplishnients of Indians, As toeaties 
were broken and Indian territories Inraded and stolen / IMians were 
forced to rake oonUnual migrations and i^roottogs* PnA their pa- 
pers gradually died away with the dmridling of tribes^ to real^ 
Ize a new life only in the eeoond half of ttm ZOtii Cmtury, 

Ttdm paper looks at selerted currently publishing ttetive 
fttieric^ newspapers in the contact of theu^ historic^ ba^^pund 
and the oirrent efforte of the tribes and inter-tribal groi:ps publish-* 
ing ttem. By def^ition, bo«oidng frm that devel^aed by toland 
Vfelseley m his stu^ of tiie blade press in tiie Uhited Stateal 
Native jytiericai newspapers, m studied here are owred ai^ managed 
byr intended for, and fighting and ^aaklng for mtive AnMrican acm« 
mimities* The definitton tiius e3ccli:^a pt^liCTtiais producMl solely 
by religious or govemnental ^^^,2 

originally given as a paper before the AsEoeiatlon for Education 
In Journalism^ Collage Park^ August; 1976* 



<a 1976j Sharon Muirhy 



•*PgBMlSSlpN TO^gPRODUCg tNtS 
COP¥RIGNTiB MATERIAL MICRO. 



TO feRIC AND ORGANIZATIONS OPEHAT- 
iNGUNOift AGREEMENTS WITH THE NA 
TIONAL INSTITUTE Of: iOUCATlON. 



FUKTMiR RiP*RODUCTlON OUriiasJ--'':^^ 
THfi ERIC iViTEM REQUmeS f»eRMIi>-J>-:- ' ■ - 
SION OP THl COPYRfQHT " - — " - - ^-^ 



This paper ^maihmm characteristics of Uiese pap^s by 
focusing briefly on selected papers representative of various foriTE 
currently used in this ooimt^, A irore eKtensive teeatoent is cur-- 
insntly jji process. For pi:^poses of tiie preset discussion , nmm- 
papers can be divi^d into the following categories i national pi±>li- 
catLons^ tribal pi^lications^ Intertribal pijblications (published 
by serving sex^ral tribes in a gLvmn city or geographic iTCation) 
and agency pi^lications (particularly mtii edTOational ties.) TMs 
paper ^ i^ile it a^iowledges ttm ^eat value of periodicals aid maga-- 
zineSf ctoes mt deal wiUi those publications. 




The first Native ^erican neTOpaper publishing F^ruary 

21, If 58, just one year after ttie first blade nsw^aper appeOT^, ^e 
CherQkee PhjeniK, a bilin^ial paper, v^s prijited part in ^glish smd 
pMt in Ch^^keG, using a fecial alphabet of eigh^'-airee characters 
developed by a half-bre^ Oierokee silverfflnith, teorge Gi^ss, tetter 
krmm to history as Se^^^h*^ This first nev^paper, printed at New 
Echota, GTOrgia, had a very sp^ial pur^se, one similar to that of 
many NatiTO ^nericm new^apers toc^y* S^:oyah reoo^iiied the pov^ 
of the written word and saw this pow^ as indispensable to tiia growto 
and prosperity of tJie caierokee Nation, 'nm developrait of Seq^yah's 
alphatet led to the spread of liiera^ mong the ^m-okees."* The news- 
paper it ^>awncd oj^ed the ymy for naw^apers in at least three Irdian 
languages (Oierokee ^ Cre^ and Sioux) and many English l^iguage papers, 

A Sioux-limguage paper, tt© Stovmee Sun i SimM^ Keslbwi) , 
lived only a few ^^ars before ttieSlomc nation was dboLvmi frraa its Icmds 
in K^sas, The Cherokee PhoeniK ^ed 1832 un^^ gwernnait harasisiient 
and pressTjure.5 Wien Uie Cherokee Mvooate appeared Sept^^r 26^ 1844, 
it vms undo^tedly Uie suc^saor to the qierokee Ptoenijc ^ Using the Se- 
qiKiyah alplv^tot, it was edited by William R* toss and c^ried irotto, 
"Our Rights, Our Corotry, Oor Ra«."6 Tte Cherokee National Council, in 
establishing Ute pap^, set for its objec^ves tiie diffusion of ^tportant 
rews airang the Cherokee people, tiie adTOn«nent of their g^OTal interests, 
and defense of rights," It pi:tolidied all Iws cuCTsntly enacted by 
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the CJ^rokee National amcil mid other ^luablG data, m addition to 
daily news, 

IfcffTien made tiiei^ m^k early in the Wstory of Native Meri-- 
can joi^malian, StaJdrnts in the Park Hill Fsmale ^^jiary (or collie) 
at Tahleqaah^ tte Q©rokee national capital Jji OklahOTa^ established 
a magazine, the O^rokee Itose Bud, in 1848, toly later, August 2, 1855, 
was tim Male SCTdnary newspaper, Thm Sm^ysii Mmorial , estoblisted*^ 
Th±B paper carried the TOttoi "'mith, JusUoe, Freed^ of Speech m.d 
Oierokee InproVCTient," Like other Indian p^^ers of those e^ly decades^ 
it a worthy niDdel for today's Na^ve toerican press. Its ^oellenoB 
and that of the Q^rokee Rose Bud, can probably be attaribut^ to tite car- 
eer preparation tte seiriinarles offered future jowialistSp 

Tbm first daily Native America paper, the Daily Indian ^.ef^ 
ta^i , began publiihing in 1899 • It had bem in taisiness as tii e Indian 
Chieftein since 1882 snd ymB part of a tealthy publishijig ^st^. But 
pro^jerity was as ^ort-livisd as goroiniTient reject for toeaties md 
property rights* ihe Daily Indlm aieft Mn, like the powerta aerokee 
Mvocate , had to contmd with ^^rnirent presai^es m vmll m mth the 
ijitnision and readership darmds of increasing nOTtoers of ^^be settlers. 
On ^5ardl 3, 1905, by order of the tMted S totes Gowmit^t, the last, 
perhaps the greatest of Uie NatiTO American frontier nev^^ers ms ordM- 
ed closed. Htm Qierokee Advomte has sot^ its nation well, as a clip- 
ping from a white nev^mpa^r of the ttoe indicabesi 
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WiUi the ^ssing today of all that rermins 
of thm Old Mvorate, ttere jasses on iiisti- 
tution that perh^s did as imich as any single 
thj,ng tov^rf the ^lifting of the Qierokees, 
It has boasted some of bri^test Indian 
sdiolars knom. to history as its ^itors. It 
has preserved peace aM it might havs declared 
war. rto mws^per ever printi^ mth sucoess^ 
had a ^li^ that was built on as high a plane 
as was the policy of the Advocate,.. 8 
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CU^OT STATIB 



TDday's Nati%re Amricai press is alrnost entirElY Dn English 
language press ^ altiiough as ensuiiig discussion will indiGate^ gro^sd^g 
nijffttoors of papers are teing used to tea A tribal Imguages, Ttm ^itieri-- 
can Indim Press ^TOciay.on*s {MPA) 1974 M^a Director liste 324 

Q 

new^apers publishing in 34 stetes uicluMng national p^ers. 
In additLon? 27 federal Indi^ high sdiools and 26 colleges (8 of 
them delusively Indian oolleges) publish nar^^ers. 15 prison cul-- 
ture ^coup piJblications^ 8 major magaztoes^ 4 print or broadcast nefws 
services an3 7 Indian printmg finre serve nev^ ard advocaQ^ func^ons* 

A oomnent ii\ one n^spBpB^ called the PJ^h listir^ into qoes^ 
tion, A reviw of Index to Bibliographies snA Resource Materi^Sy pub- 
lished in 1974 by the National Indian Education Association^ called it 
the best index to souffoe materials tiii^ far polished on Indian soitt'oes. 
"A listing of 87 Indian new^apers is given, inclucUjig a few C^adlan 
papers, nwch inDre factual tiian ttiat Mserted by smm people, v*io clajjit 
tf^ere arm 450 Indian nev^apers,"!^ 

One editor rocenUy descrited tiie role of cQntminlcation and 
the coiTimmicatiOT radta in NatlTO Ainerlcan ooriinury.ties . Call^g ooitimini^ 
cation "the nost pcwerftil and ess<mtiri tool mth \^ch bo protect all 
vMdi can so easily te burled by the plow of picogresS/" die poijited out 
mss rre^a neglect of Ii^an ooncerns.ll inTOStigatiw Mporting of 
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tiiese concerns re^iires ntDney md joimialistic skills^ una^^lable to 
nmiy aiall Indian ooiummltLes , mtm said, m\6. TOll^heel^ m^la ror^ra- 
tions have done si^rficial, at mDStr oo^mrage of Irdlm problens, 

"Because it is primarily a business ^d 
secondarily a mems of oommmieations — 
Merican joumalisn has developai most fully 
in areas vjhidi affect^ or we or interest to 
TOst people. Hcwei^ lanaitable to isolated 
mrori-^es Uiis is basirally a healtiiy fact 
of jouOTaliam, oiabling it to r^aiji toee of 
outei& influmoes, 

InciLai j^pulation is SCTttered nos^y in ^sarse^ 
ly poptilated areas. IndLmis jMt therefore 
a signif ioant niarket for naw^aper s^es or for 
advertisers in tiie nore powerfri and ocfi^tent 
nedia of tiiis oountay. 

Coverage of nera affec^i^ and about Inai^s 
has beffi ^oradic, owr-^1 ino»^tent md 
does rwt told promise fcr nuch future iiiprove^ 
ment by Uie ga^eral redia. Many »eas of 
goTOrnm^t* * ,ha%^ had a fairly fr» reiji to 
actions rela^i^ to ir^mi tritos^ mthout 
TOSt of tile ^edcs and balaioes romally pro^ 
vided ^ a vigilant press. "12 

DiOTal as is the piottire panted tJiis editor^ other tD^mi 
journalist are optiinistic. Itmk Ray Harjo^ adtoessing toe ^reriean 
Indian Press Associati^OT amtsl nieeting m 1974 sMds 



1 tihijik that*. *tiiere*s a new raifidmoe and 
a rmfi ctesire to ^eak tte truth in a very 
OTTpreh^oiva faMiion w-tii tiie oaif Idenoe 
tiiat tod^ it will actually be te«dA3 

SOT,e gmeral patterns are oteer^able in Native Areriean nw^aperii, 
and will be disoernable to VMyijig degrros in all of thmir as ^etplifi^ 
to the todl^ddual papers discussed here. 



and large. Native Aineri^n nev^papers are not ijitended 
to Torn noney-mtfdng faisiness ventages . Thmy usually get their start 
and often rontLnue to ^ist tiirough foims of trihal ^ educational or 
govemmental submit ^ Ho^^r, as will be m^i, scira are f^mcially 
indepentoit, 

Lijnited ftmdirg is a major problffli, a characteristic with 
aorollaries in short life ^ms, erratic publication aM eiie patterns^ 
and Qxtreniely lirrdted staffs* The papers are oftm crudely (or at 
least ^expensively) pudDlished, sOTettees ap^aring as mijiTOgraphed^ 
legal sized ^eets stapled tDgeUier, OmMg in many instances to tiie 
^termination to remain OTbought/ nany p^ ars carry no advertising* 
Ttose tiiat do frequmtly lutdt ads to job-relate notioes or to Indian^ 
owned or operated businesses. 

Another Aara^^istic of the papers is tiiat tiiey prorote 
tte vfelfare and self --pride of Nati\na ^nericais . They oftOT fmction 
as altematiws to tte vAiite^rimtoS press. Just as oftim howev^^ 
they are the only pa^rs read by tiieir ccnntunities* The papers axm 
also and oonsequently^ oause^riented, witii fteqi^it gut^r j^severent 
r^orts of Inirestigations Into situations affecting (adversely) fildiaM 
and tiieir intarfaoe with Anglo socie^ and pwrer structures. 

Journalistic tam^tioM are oft^ igiiored by Wnm papers, Many 
e^tors are imtrmined or ijw^erlmaed In joumalim^ alti^gh some few 
have vorted for otter tmmpspBm or held TOrious otiier irt^a related 
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positions. 



About Imlf of thra 33 editors perMnally int^'rviewd by -Uiis 
auttor in tiie past 12 TOntiia vtere »Dn-Indlan, and at least half of 
the Indian editors had had no joLimalistic a;^qperienae or jj^aration 
prior to assundjig respcnsiblli^ for tho r»ti?^pars th^ editod. mst 
said they sorely needed staiff and training. MjtiDst all adnitted there 
were sutpiy no ^asitle incaitivBs for young Native Mericans to pursue 
journalism as a car^r.M nwre were few role notels these young pecple 
oould leak to, and too little interest was Kdutoited by ^Mte-dmninated 
media and educational institutions in tiie US in young, pro^ectLva Ind- 
ian journalists, or even in the needs md problara of Native AnBricans. 

toatiTer general dTaracteristio pattern is tiiat objective n^ 
reporting, as the est^lidied Mglo press pu^rts to practice it, is 
often laddjig in Indian nev^^rs. Stories are written from the Indian 
point of vL&fi usually laoed tiiroughout the reportera' opinions, in addi- 
tion, rra-tolds-barred editorials and re^er Ij^t rolimns as well as ^i- 
torial cartoon leave no doubt as to ttie vnri.terB' anger or ttie papers' 
stands on issues. 

The papers functiai as ndrrors of tiieir amll, ^cializM im- 
munities and reader^ps, Lite oomnuniQf and and special interest papers 
all over, nany of tiiaii carry "Bftiill torn gossip'V and goings-«n, recipes, - 
youtii acti^dties, TOddings, armivaMarles and hirtMays, g^Oations and 
acooiwts of ■^sits ty «id to relativBS, 



Heritage is another characteristic of tiie newspapers* Jn-^ 
cmmmgly, they print ptetog^phs stories frcxn tribal traai^ons^ 
trihml legends ^ acoounts of Counoil reetijigs and effort to re-eetablieh 
av^imess of and pride in native heritage, GTOwlng nmbers of j^^rs 
act as preeervers ard teachsrs of tr:^al Imgimges^ languages in B^m 
caaes only rec^^y developed into writtoi fonn. 




Ttoujig to oonsideration of ^ecific mwspapers^ we focus 
first on tte two national Native Aireriean new^apers^ Waseaja/ pvtib-^ 
li^ed jm Sm PrmcieoO; and Afcwesame Notes ^ publisted in Itoose\^ltown/ 
N^flT York. 15 wassaja y a nonthly pi:tolicatiOT a circ^atlon of 80^000/ 

promtes salf-determlnati.on^ eduoatlon^ and InaLm ri^ts. It is owned/ 
published aM edited by the ^neriran fiidian Historical Socie^. Because 
it ^ a national paper it derie with such mjor nation^ rews affecting 
Native Anierioans as mter rights^ land rights, assorted Indian legal 
inatters, education of youtii aid adults md acti^dties of the Bur^u of 
todian Aff^ra* 

W^saja 's first issue \ttged In^ans to "^fonn yotarselves 
about yoiff water rights, "16 it railed on urban Indians to "nomt a 
caiTpaign of infonnaMon to toe public , to tile presSf radio^ television"- 

In an advi^ri^tfflit iji Ltm Jan-F^, 1975 issue f tile editors de- 

SOTiJDed tiie purposes of tite p^er: 

Cummt mtii an imderstmding of historic 
ard oiltural badcground. I^iow ahoi^t education, 
eoDiOTy, legislay.on, the artSi haaltii/ the 
beau^ and literature of the Indian world* 
The ErKaian learris about Indian life tiirough 
Wassaja , He learM how to cope with nodem 
life ^ raa^jig Ikw other tribes manage* , 
trough Wassa j a . 3 -7 

Sinra its in^ptlon m\ Jmmry 1913, Wassaja lived to its 
name, translate neais "si^alling" or "the signal". It is dedica-^^ 



ted to C^loa Mmtemine, v*io ettly in Hib amtury fought for Indian 
righta and is held ra^^nsible for avmtaally wlimuig Indian sttE- 
fraga, vhich Game Btamt in 1924. IfenteEiaTO hmA stated a ^ort-UTOd 
p^ar, ^so oallad Wa^iaja^ ^^ch allad for In^an imity m the suf- 
frage ca^a* ThB origlml p^r oMriad tim slogan "Let M/ People to." 
Today's Wassaja has a slightly altered ^rersionr "tot People Krow." 

Iha p^s^'s first issue set tite tone of a^^ssiTO repoift- 
tog with its major story headlmad "Indians Face C3OTOci&," an arti'- 
cla about water adghts* An e^torial ^ tiiat tanai^itt^al issiae under- 
load WMsaia ' s pMlosophy: 

Wa wantr n^d/ and vm imast imvB decision^ 
iiiaking powir on all la^lsi planning^ trmijidjig^ 
organiMtioni. dlraoUbn/ iffia e 
owe govewmient/ owo prograM/ our fluids / and 
our liTOS... today/ and in iiie future* Wassaja 
is dedicated to tihis^al."!^ , " . 

The intent to share mfonnation with other papers and to prorDte oom^ 
nnmiCTtion aijjKig todians aCToss tiie comtry is evidmt in a policy 
spelled out in tte papers fourti is^Ms 

Indian nerapapers md periodicals are welome 
to re^lnt iraterials and inf carnation f rem 
WMsaja* Pte a^ only timt ycu CT^it tiiis 
P^»r.l9 

Vim at^MtiVG t^loid is not fundM by f^aral or fomda- 
tion to^S/ tut is self^supportijr^* Dioora is shari^ with reporters* 20 
Nor dMs tte papM have a traditional advi^rtislng program, Alitost ril 
ads are job-related/ most caa^ing miwwiomaits of specif ic job opan- 
ings . It has a i^ws-^tesid price of 50* and an annual subscription rate 
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of $10, wiUi reduced rates for poor Indians. 

In 1974, tte Mieri.can Indian Press Association gavm it 
the Marie Potts Journalism Adiievaiient Award £or its inTOStigatlve 
reporting of a California organization gatherljig TOney Ln tee natie 
of Indian new^psM vatiiout any apparmt benefit to ttiose papers. 
The ATOA said of Knfisaja that its investigati'UB reporting! 

"laid bare m area of ej^loitation little kiwwi 
and never, before fflcanuied by an Indian nmm 
paper, and reoeivBd mde r^rintir^ ^ otiier 
Indian editors tterefcy mdening the inpact and 
inflLence of the investigation. "21 

AnotJier national niv^a^r, Mwsaaie ttotes, vas establishid 

in 1968 as tiie official pi^licatiai of ttie ftohawk Nation, the People 

of the I^gtouse. The paper started as a fw pages telling of the 

Intematiaial Bridge Blodcade ^ 48 tbhasiSts and has grown into tim 

largest Indian p^ser in the ooimtry. The paper is, lite Wassaja, a 

menter of the AnErican Indian Pmss Association and clalim m Juter- 

natimal as well as national cirailation arid readerahip of over 8/, 000. 

In tiie United States, Itotes is ^nsored for nailing purposes ty the 

Program in anerioan Studies of Uie State ttoiveraily of Nw York at 

Buffalo. Editorial offioes are locate on ttm Jtohas* Natim at Ataresa- 

me near mgmmwcg, Ntew York, and also m Ua north" side of Oie te- 

serrotion at Conwall, Ontario, High jomialistic^qualittr Mn»d 

Notes tim Robert r. Keime^ Jtenorial Itouidattoi JoiraaliOT .^Md Ci- 

tatirai in 1972, as well as the ABPA Mari^ Potts, ^rard. A^ln in 1974 

it TOs nominated for tee Marie Potts award- ot tee basis of its woric in 



. ^ ooverlng the 1973 oca^tion of Wbimded 
Kiee, South Dakota, mA tiie social and tcot^g oon^tdons ydtii vftiich 
led vp to it, 

Ttm tabloid, vA^dn, a\^ag^s 48 pagmm eadi editiDn, publiBhBS 
gnd ealle Iteelf ^'A Journal for Native and ^^atural Peoples ,'' 
8 times annually^ /Ite BOL^onB desi^ated, Jjistead of JanuMy, 

April, etc., "^ly Sprlng,""EMly Autum," etc,, Mlating to tiie cal- 
endar in teisms of hMvest tires, mtes, msUjig to matata^ inda- 
P^dent voice, carries m advertising ^cc^t for produrts manufactwad 
by the Itotes staff for the f^mcing of the ^er. We paper gets fi- 
nancial telp throu^ re^r oonteitaitions, and is rot supported tiiroi^h 
govemront grants or fbundatiai fmds, in addition, the siabsCTipMon 
rate is ijifozmali 

"Ihera is no fused subsm.ption price. Ttmit 
does not rean tiiat tiiis p^^ is free*.. Soto 
people have lots of poney, otiiers have none. 
If \vant the pap^, to'11 be glad to smd 
it to you. If yaa vmxt to help mUi toe 
oosts, we mil i^reciato that ~ that's toe 
Didian vmy^ mkm it work, "22 

Regular features In Motes Jnclute cmterfold ^sters of £ mrous 

Didians or In^an scaies^ poetoqr^ original ttt, eal^^ars of historic 

evimts, lists of i^oatning Indian neetings and cmfermoes .aromd the com 

Qr, oountiy, letters m& gui&s to resowoe ma^ials. Many articles 

in eadi issue toe SMply collections of bits aid pieMs feom articles In 

est^lisheS papers. Of tm OTUre pa^s are filled wito stories i^^m 

wito adawwledgeimnt from other pa^ra ar^id toe ramtt^* Bi^ is 

op^i biased m favor of toe ri^ts of toe Anerican Mim^ atpports of 

AIM and^ to smie »tent^ toe use of foroef in advaadng Miai cmses. It 

editm-laliMs wiOun nes^s stories and In headlinea. 23 stories oftai 



cl^e suggesting steps rea^rs can t^km to protest an action or 
to help solve It^on problCTS* IMlty and specific actions Ma often 
cril^ for. 

Reader oontributions play an M^rtmt part ui -^e pmp&m 
Notes gets its mmm material through staff acHmty^ tiirough solicit- 
ing reader oontributions and ttirough r^ruits^ as described ^oro* 
Iteaders contribute arU.cleSr essays, book mviem, editorials, let- 
ters, poms, artrork^ $am flM^ed Soim, others as notes 
or on audio tape. 

TOie staff of 12 ftill'^iTie md niany ^lunteer p^ t tlire Indi*- 
viduals is a close teit ^oup that li^^s togetiier in a tare donated 
to tile grois?. In Early Autum of 1974, 27 strff mOTbers listed, 
from such varying badcgroimfls as QmymmBi Navaho md Geman^ Ihe 
staff, all is^^aid, sutosiste m food, clotiiij^ m& rtielter toiated by 
the Moha&flc Nation or rea^^s. Itoiy parttinie volmteaM oome to !totes 
from around tim county, staj^ng varying Imgths of tdra to he3^ ^th 
newsp^er piodurtion, mswering r^l, and doJj^ otter toste*24 staff 
msttoers ooi^rate in all faoets of pi±>licati.CTif fran typmg to bma.lng 
oopies fcr nail. 
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Tun^a Tme s, a v^^ly nmsps^r Gw«d aid ^i-^^ ^ 
Maska Nay^ves^ might also be called a national newsp^er* Ttm 
paper is distributed throughout l^e U.S. It is 14 ys^m old and 
has a eirculation of over 3^000 makijig it tite largeit native news-- 
paper in Aladca* 

Ihe toericai Indiai Press Association named the paper tim 
most outstandijig Indian M^^aper in 1973. 

Wie p^er has hB& a rather erratic md sometOTes precar-^ 
ious eri^staioe^ owuig to nany factors Parted ^d.th otiier newspapers 
m tiiis report. ^5 It yms Initially finanrad by a donatiOT feom a 
retired M^Mdiusetts physiciMif v?ho pledged $35^000 in 1962 to 
start -Uie operation. Itm need wBm for m iitfomation mediiin tiiat 
woiid teliig before the pttolic the dangera to mvironmmt and heri- 
tage tiireatened by Atonic Bi^gy Ccmtilssioii ^^elopnents in the JtorUi 
west Arctic. The fipundljig editor^ Hofemnd Rodc^ an EsklmD graduate 
of the UniTOrsity of Waddiigton/ had had a fei^tMting mqp&cLavx:^m. 
the Fairbmks News-Mingr . He had tried to do an in^stigftive piece 
on tiM ramlficatiais of tte atomic projert in Ala^a^ and fioui^ ths 
ABC a^Eportlng tJiTOu^ tiie Assoclatid Press tiiat Ham wm m danger 
dnrolvrt in blastijig. In ^int of feet, scieitista at ti^ «me ttaie 
had already fMnfl MdiatiOT In Vtm food diain, dira^.y Uricei to tte 
blasting. Hie ABC tri,^ to st^ his inverti^tive efforts anSi his pa 
^r failed to su|^rt him. 



.ftHOTDadied by Nati^^ Maskms to stay and b^in a paper ^ 
he did so, wrking out of prlmtd^re of floes and ras harrasEad with 
threats, imi^ually high u^llty bills, teleptone oorpany smrvim 
autoffs, and so on. But tte MC to tte praiiiare of e^^sure 

by Ms vlgllmt mw^ap^* 

Many TOre acrarpllshtmti can be attainted to the ^idra 
Tiires eiusadas, such ae bringing about a freeze an filing Imd claim 
settloftiaita vhen ^Ailte firms wira claaitdng tim settlei^ts m Maskan 
lands already oLaiEred by natives* fte ameau of anrorolal Pleharles 
labelled ttie Tmdra Times editors as oommmis-te whai tte pap^ ®^sed 
the plight of people li^ojig on Pribllof Islmd, These naMve hmters ' 
had to exdiange their seal dctes for goods at tim goveOT!«it store, 
at governmmt rates, and as a result \gere reAaced to senl-servitude eKi* 
stoice* Eventually Tundra Taves , by e^^slng tte Native toerlcan plight, 
led some \*iite newsp^OTs to oover tiie Indian aid IskJjto plight, and i^si- 
tive tmm about the pe^les as v^ell* 

Tmdra Ttoas ' m^to is takmi from Voltaire i 

"I my not a^c&m ^tti a tokI yon say, but 

I will ^fand mto deaUi your right to 

say it»" . 

..^^^^.^.^ ^ ^ M.1 page ad mailer ads, from 

loc^al oarpanies, Mrllne fums, and out of stato organizatlcmE* Wte Falr^ 
banks offlra of tim Eridro, Bidian, Meut Prin-^ng totpa ny Is operated by 
a st^f of fiTO p^le, imaer tiia ^torial direotlon of the Tlrog editor. 



Acoordijig to a "Histoay of tiie Timdra Tines" . tha biJjc of 
subscrtoara are Native lea&rs, go^^armimt ag^cies ard other newa- 
papers mm vmll as interBsted 

Ra^r Uian oaMyijig social and local tmm, the paper con-- 
^itrat^s on gov&ammit agency acH^ties and ireatings^ ^toess 
tTMiaaotlons af fectog the mvLmxtmnt and tiie natiw p©Dple of Mas- 
ka^ aM reports on ^SCTMdnato^ prartices ag^ist Madca Native 
Aniericans, Ve^ little Interprat^g is toe rittioijgh in cases of 
si^iificant ev^ta 1^ Im changes, coiTOlicated mnoimoarienta, and 
prD«etogs are fially reported, and the Tunto TlJtes matotains its 
roles as ^virorinm^^ goTOrrateitaL TOt^dog* 



Triial nawi^pere are loealiiad to the particriar tribal 
groups tiimy serve, Tbay act as anril, aarammi^ nav^apara, pramD^ 
tiiig understan^jigs of the TOrfcinga of trlial mm^LlBf focMing on 
loc^ education ^ healtii anfl wBlfare omdiHonSy aM fimctionijig as 
a latter-^fiOT^home for tritol mCTtoars limng els^Aere in urban areas^ 
at mivaraiy^sS/ etc. tribal net^apera are worn intijnate than 

national p^llcations m& mrry mxiti dbout tha evezydiy life bxA doings 
of tiiair snail GonntLmitles, 

Nl-"mi-K^a--Zoo-Ito {^eaJcijig of OuraalTOS) is tiie xrontM^y 



p^©r of tile Mljinesota GuppeTO TCU^e* Published at Cass Ld«, Mima- 
sota^ tiia 8-12 page t^loid was latmAed as an "^^parMWit in oonroni- 
cation — to let Mim^soto Qyipg&m. Tteibal j^ople Jrow vrtiat program^ 
opportunty.aSr and plans are arail^la tiroogh their Ttelbal orgmizatlon; " 
It ras conceived "te re^onse to requests fron ^Jbal paopla^ frcm or^ 
ganiEations md ^mcias mUi \iiidi tiie TrUto is in mntaot/ and from da* 
parbnants ^ndthin tiie Tribe itself ."27 

Effi^ted fcy a non-^Diffl^r tet^ Blue, a veteran journalist, the 
tpipar is tightly wittoi in teaditlonal journalistic style* Its stated^ 

^ ^^^^ 

editori^ poUiy reads in parti ^ ^ 



^ Wte are se^dj^g ccntritaitlons flcdni'M^vlduals of ^ -:?s 

the s^ meni^i reservatii^^ Minnesota 4-^^::%?^ 

Oiippewa tribe * *• letters for publicaticai should 
da^ vd-th iBmses arKl omditions, not personalities^ 
Kfe will grind do axes,28^\.x"^ .j^-. < id;.^^^^' /t-t?^ 
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©IB ^per^ which cairies locri OOTmerciiL aavertisljigr m- 
cludes such re^lar featoires m news itena, hoi^^old hmts "At Hare — 
At tte Range's itmm of orgaii^atiOTal Interest^ legal tolafs ("L^iala* 
tion -bo Watdi For") , tax Infomatlon, job ^^imgs^ a PcR«^tow ari^^M^^ 
and an elan^ta^ ooi^sa tha Gii^evra language ("Hare's Hw to Say It J') 
"Other Voices" is a ^ricdiG aolijm of itans eurararizad frctn otiiar pa- 
P^s, "Silver Notas" cazxias acroimts of acaonplishinents and anid.varea- 
riss o£ older tribal mmters. 

LJJca most NaHve MBrLam nmmp^p&rBi Ni'^-I^-Zoo-Mn con- 
cQitrates heavily on eAication and welfare of yoimg p^^la* Articlaa 
on sdioola and sotool atiilati^ra prDgrme appem ragudttly* Attrition 
is focus^ an ritamative ^ucation and self^datemiination for Indians* 
Tha papm:*B "Salf^-Detemdnation" . 

A reoent editoriri oolurm titled "Wiii sera.** lose a fmf* dis- 
cussed gBneral precwious financial statais of Native Anericm News- 
p^ara* Listiiig papOTi viiidi reomtly feldad md some \Adxii Bxm "having 
prDbl©!^" the ^.tor stresaM tiie lola of tha press In Uie todiai ocin- 
muni^^ She ^jotad Waaeajai 

to affective ^^ten of aaiiiu nicatign is titm roost 
serious nMd of tiia Injdian people* tost of ua 
baliave TO had better comtimicaticff^ 
Europems caroe to haro now mtii ril the so* 
pMsiticatrt tMtoological daytfjc^mmts of imm^ 
PBp&£Bf radio# and talav isim* Malri&SMtion 
is ^^ularly dis^idnated. W^miitSDmmtijm 
jniareprasmtaU^on can iegularly ba fct^ 
mass media^ ^ stU.! don't ta»i/ tte teuUi of 
c^rOTt ev^ta^ ttieir mderlying causaa # ^&»ir 
* affacta on the pe^le md the trua aituaHon 

of tt» Didlai^ople thamsalvas. v , 
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Ms, Bli^ vmnt oni 

In orfer to best take M\wtage of -^e o^or^ 
tamities a^mlabla — oolite ^ adult wcational 
trailing, TCOnOTiia devalopitrait^ local busineae 
&TOlopteit ~ Indians have to v*iat is ^uig 
on. But TOst Indians rannot yet afford to sub'- 
scrJJba to a paper of tteir own. provisions 
haw to be made to Jceep ti^ ne&\^-orientad^ Indian^ 
efilt^ papera ^i^g into tiie Indim oapn:n^^.29 

The ^(pmr, ti^i:gh the official orgaai of the Mirmesota Chip- 
para Tribe r is fr^mi^Y pinch^ financially^ Etee distetoitlOT is 
tte n^a but ^e papar, otiTer Natiw Arrerican p^licatims, ofitmi 

publishes apperis for finmioial aontriiutwns* 

&ioi^er tribal newspaper^ A'toro y published by tiie Nbrtham 
Qi^^ines out of Lame Daer^ Itontana, is a ^isadtog bi-^tfedcly paper 
which has takm on religion^ tradltiDnal aducatiai# and go\^rnirent 
Imd deals* 

Establi^ed Fabruary 14^ 1974, A'tcre was begun aa a free- 
ciraUation pi^ication wi=tt a TmB.dha grant* Ttm timi pi^lisher 

had had previous pi^liehlng e^^erimce mtii two ftantma dailies and a 
shopper Jji Nortii Dateta.30 The paper la mJoomvOy -Wbally fmdad, wltii 
press mn oDste oovered ^ ravmi^s feom m a^armtly romdrf as- 
sortaimt of adrortisii^ IndLiatoig dassif irt a^, job araisimcm^ts, flail 
p^e gr^^ di^lays, aid oUier "Om im Mid Jji stores in tea 

tTOM on and aromid the itortoem Qi^OTie BeserTOtMn. 

Bib editor, anoti^^ nm-^^ai, is llk^idse a wbMm joimiadisfcS^ 
vSw premously %roriced 20 yeMS in TOrious t^hita M&^popers. She A' toie 



as a Bi^Lml and self-protective rediian for tt» Northern Q»y^mes, 
and aa a joimiriistiG traiJiuig g^^d for yDimg ^rBons. 



In a recmtly drafted rationale to sug^rt funding recreate, 
she gelled out tiie p^^er'a objeotivess 

1, To meet 1^ tiireat of strip mining \!^th con^ 

immications. 

2. lb OToouraga in all vmym ti^ retaining of 

tribal cultural values* To etomgtiiOTi tte 
hunm indi^dialiffln ijdiarent iji much tradi'^ 
tionally st^le »cial i^stOTS, 

Aisdliaty objectiws inelufle tiie followijigi 

1. Estoblishijig a viable business for ^e eoonoinic 

baief it of 12 rMervations — boto iji profits 
of tinB buslMSS and jobs it will provide* 

2. Ttm^ing of Qi^an people for jdbs iji special-- 

iied oonmmioatir*n fields . , * . 

3. aprowig per»nri ocmroniOT for 

prople beir^ trMned prof ess tonally ^ was 
TOli as smang tiia goi^al todian leaderdiip. 

4. Sifosnatton is a powerful weapm p * . to prwide 

as nwdi of ^is as imssU^le in ^my fia^ 
f acting tl» TOll'-belng of people 

5. Btprovlng tire future tot of Indian people by 

inteTO^i^ and prciiDtij^ greater larifleMtand 
ing aid s^spatiy anoig tiie g^ieral publiG. ^l 

^vong tile paper's major ijiTOSti^tive ooncams ara alooholima^ 

Urn inadequacy of pmal md rtfi^ilitative systms, stock grazing ri^ta; 

violations of to^ai rivil ri^ito md eoologiral dama^ tiireatmad by 

pQiding cmI and rato rlcfita dMa^ians. to 1975 the editor vrote: 

Saiie estimates ^oj^rt m InfltK of 400,000 
P^^le on OTd 

Q^enro ^^eervatton* Ch^OTie populatim is 



now mdmr 3,000, ^^at will h^p^ to 
ti« ^^kediarries wwm still pi^ to make 
pudding . . . Wiare mil a wm go to pray at 
sunrise? 

P^lymg stantordized yardstidcs to such a 
areas as sanitation, for eKOTpla^ will irean 
tha md of drlM raat and In^ans teraw it* 
tod yet, for hi;^3^s of ye^^^ the ^eymnes 
ha\^ been curing reat in tiiis ray (tiiJjily 
sliced, air dried) ™ing it as a dieta^ sta- 
ple, wMle ^j^ing i^yslcal wll being* 32 

^'tore focuMs teavily m welfare aid artivitias of 

young todians and aia qi^ity of Mucatlon* Profnea of taa^ra 

and apoDimts of school atiiletic mvmi^ are carried iji aadh issue, 

Readers «e also Infomed of ourrlcyaim aM pTOgran derol^naits at 

Hm sdwols, of vho is atbmduig vAxat oollege and individual stuamts' 

aduevatifflits. ihe p^r was activBly invol^^ in discussions dbout 

^prie^ of begging letters sait ^ the religious order naming Uie 

St- Labre Indian Sdhcol, and o^rer vto shoild OMitrol tte schDOl, 

The attraetlve tabtold makes judicious vme of ptotographs, 
letters, poetry, recipes ("Granny Gives m» TWist to EatJjig") , diree- 
tiais for drying foods and using otiier toaflitlonal practlees, and fre- 
gueit artiries on Msto^ and tradition. Mao Ijicluded are short les- 
sons in ttie Ch^^mne language, news from ottier triies, aocomts of 
blniidays aid anniversaries, ana ijifcrniation ai t^oomii^ anportrnt tri- 
bal affairs like elections. 

A third ttibal Mra^per, also edi^ ty a non-mdian wcman, 
is Rahdiide Press, published by the ^dkme tribe Vfellplnit, Washing- 




ton. The rontiily tabloid was ncminat^ for tte ^EA Marie Potta Awarf 
in 1974 and won several news rej»rtljig aid witing awards from Urn 
WaBhington Press Ptom^ in 1975. 

J^vlar featitteR includa Ttibri Briefs and Ttibal C^ioil 
Notes ^ on schoole^ a oolOTn railed "E^rcm the SiiperJjitmdmt's tesk'S 
a ooiTimmity caleM^/ a ooltOTi on state politics oallad C^tiol Scout/ 
and a oollectiOT of infoMmtion and rmm from aid about Cidians from 
niany r^ions cal^ Bits Pieces* Salected ^kane legrads (FrOT 

the Past) and reprlnte of treasured ptotos/ usurily mrfer the teadline 

! 

"Do You ROTCTtoar?"/ serve to presei^ and reoonstruct history and 
haritage. 

Ttm editor has tooi oa^yjjig on an acU^ve cenftpaign anong the 
Spokanes to presarve tribal legmds by getting the teUars of ^se 
tales to put tiieir stories on tope using a reoordar avail^le through 
tiie paper's office, 

AnoUier aspect of mriLta^ is langua^ and the BmOiiem Press ^ 
liJce other papers mention^ ^ova^ carrias brief lessons in Uia %okana 
languaga^ OTly rac^^ dewloped Jn vmt^ f om by sctolMS f rmi t^ 
ttai^wsi^ of toitish Qolunbia. 

Otiier regular features dnclude gueati 
social secis-i^, coifft records ppobation hearts /^etoltajaries (under 
a ataMli^ C(bita3^.es head) , and co ^wtmsiari md sdx^ 



Thm paper's e^tor, Barb^a mutlln^r, wites few editor- 
ials. She ooniMit^ In one issues 

Sainton do 1 i^ose ideM an BmAudm PtmB m 
readers. 1 fefel it is erough to report tts 
facts and let people fom tiielr opJjiions*. .33 
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term intertrl±>al nwspaper rafars to p^lications 
vSiidi inaludm Tmwm and Inforrnat^Dn about savaral tarites^ and are 
directed by rapres^tati'^s of v^Lam triial ooufficils, Mttough 
one person ftmctiona as ^itor of toe publieation^ he/site is mi 
effect CTployai jointly by tribes^ m.d tasually torcogh inters 
telbal GO<^era-^ve govmrLmg prooadures. Some intertribal papers 
serve reservation Indians* Otiiers s^ve urban peculations, inde^ 
pendmt of toU)al oDunoils. 

Oiar-KoQSta y ^e bi-rodcLy nOfl^^per of tt» Salish# Pend'd 
Oreilles, aid Kooten^ tx^mm of tha Flattead Reservation is six 
years old and clalnis a olroulation of 2^300, tm e^lier ^ort^lived 
version witii the same tmm was founded in 1954^ rwised briefly Jji 
1962* Headguarteraa in DiKon, Montmrn, it is edited a non^Ir^an 
journalist v4io fiDiinerly tforkad for WX aM ras hired by tte tribal 
ooimGii of ttie Omfe&rated Salish 'and Kootaiai of the Flathead 

.reserTOU.on, Ihe paper's min ftmotion is to aa^^ teclbal nmm, iji- 
clxading tiie fiill minu'tes of all ooimcil meetings^ md tiie mewpoints 
of oounoil leaders on ci:ttrmt Issues, 

But rnore than beli^ ineraly a roDutiipiMe for trital gororn- 
mmt, QiM^Itoosta off era an alternative to Anglo press, vdiidi ig- 
nores or is neuttid to Vidian problCT^. It acte as an^uoational re* 
course p In mm issue ^ for ^atple^ it e^lalns tiie potential effects 

of TOrioi:^ pendijig forestry and land irana^nrnt proposes. In otters 

' ...,...,.,=,...,..,..♦, . 
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it oarri^ a series by tnbal eoonOTic develogment plainer on 
baying a home aid/or propert^^ reported on issues cmididates 
before tte voters im reservation sciiool board elections^ and dis^ 
cussed eiigiJDili^ md voting procediros, 

A health and hygiene colimi ("^od Medicine") carried hora 
ptone nu±5ers of oomnuni-^ ^altii represeiitati^^a^ articles on alcotol-- 
Lma md related problems^ accidOTtal poiscmings^ safe^ belts r and vac- 
cinations aid TB sk^ tests. A series by a botanist teadmig on the 
reservation foci^M an uBmm and nedicijial values of native plante* Si- 
milar articles told how to tai hides aid sroke s^ron, tegulio^ featiros 
incliMe a TOnttly resewa^on higlMay deatii county rsmdjifers on qpmings 
and closing of various garae seasons^ listings of new tr^al itmthmrB, 
teles fran Kooten^ tradition^ and brief lessons In tim Sriish Imguage* 

Investigative pieces in Qiar--Ito osto in tiie past ye^ focused 
on Imd and mijieral rights and dan^rs toose rasoitt'ces fran outside 
czoadmmts Md frcm trJJbal mlarana^mmt. A major article in ths Pebru- 
a^ 1, 1975^ issue mm headl^d "Can ttiJae Play Market wltii Saw Tintoer" 
and looked at alteimatlves for preserwhg and yet ^of iting from tribal 
forest lands. 

tootiier issue reviewd a 119-^ar-old gorommmt trea^ vAiiah, in 
effect, sl^ed away vmst araes of tri^ri rangelaid, Allowing a brief ac* 
count of that traa^ signing, the editor introduMd a full copy of the 
trea^ docummt withi 



It has oost ^u, thm people of tiiese tribes, 
plen^ over the years, but it might still rate 
in hant^ state time , tenovB this section and 
save it in case tiieie is ever "aiy talk of 
land" ^ain.35 

The editor, Richard Eggert, rarely writes editorials bemuse 
he said, he is tiie editor, but tiie paper belongs to Uie tribe, Ite 
nasthead carries only the listing of Uie editorial and ^oduction staff, 
without specifically idaitifying the editor. Eggert sais this was to 
avoid "problans caused by dD-gooders or troi&le-m*ers." m is hcpeful 
that his editorship vd.ll soon culiranate in a Native Arerican vrfw Wiows 
law and resouroes assuming tiiat position. But, lite ot3ier editors, he 
is not greatly enoouraged.3fi 

Subscriptions are paid ^ ttie tribes ai^ yearly subscriptians 
for non-maiibers are $3.60. The 8 1/2 x 11 p^er is printed en tribal 
offset presses and usually runs 16 pagBS.37' Photographs and Une draw- 
ings by a skilled Nawho artist in the area are us^ ©ctmsivoly tiirough- 
out and tl» magazine format is k^t informal tiiiaugh use of ragged right 
margins. Ads are for Indim businesses oily. 

Another Intortribal paper Is 'Om Vblre, pttolished at Lac du 
Flarbeau, Wisconsin. 'Om Great Lidces DiterHtelbal Comcil (QUCTC) es- 
tablidTed Mie Voice in 1967-68 as a news letter to .aaqualnt reserration 
Indians mth tiie ^ogranB and policies of tte oouncH. As vdtii mmy 
©tii«- p^rs, the najor problaM facing the paper ara SmMng md ateff- 
ing. ihe paper carries no paid display ads but *dll accept classifieds. 
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1200-1400 oopias mrm districted free to tribal mCTbera myl to reserva- 
tions thrDughout tiie United States. Only 95 subscriptions Me paid. 
Due to "Uiis fimdir^ probl^re^ Voice has had a rather ewatie life pat-- 
terns r since the editorship is iwn-paid and bo is ^lerally assmTed 
by sorieone iji ^ GUTC a4rdjiisteaHon. In early 1975 tiie then editor 
o^nfided: 

"M tiifi rormal wxk load of ai aftnmistrator 
beOTies hea^d.ar aM header, tim job of ^it- 
tiie Voire baooines mDre and mora of a bijff- 

. •» 

Ihe oDimimi^ is rB^snsiva to -^e papar^ and ^dividuals vnri^te 
up nev/s and oatiiiimts for ttie paper^ possibly in respOTsa to occasional 
pleas for nore articles. 

A front page annomcsiimt in tiia .^ril-ltoy 1975 issue read in 

part: 

"We cmmot contijiiia to piAilish Voice without 
input fron tiie areas* **witiwut youx news it barcres 
vmzy difficult to put toga&ar an Intarastijig paper. 
We acoept aiy itora of ^terest*" . 

Iha editor said prople really oOTpl^n y^mi an issue doean't 
core outr or Is late. Unfortamately there is little flnanaial s^ppDrt 
for tte Votoe . Kia \toioe i^ears to take an artive role in tte oom- 
naani^ developTait* A pr^lOTi arises # horovar^ bmammm tiie paper cov^ 
Brm such a iMga g»g^Mo wea* 1^ aim, aooortUj^ to toe editorHs 
uni^/ mt controwr^* Oaitrnt^ ^jaagh crt^ading In tem^ of prorotteg 
selfi*halp^ is far from ndlltant. empales Ma for ^ucatienr drug and 



liqiwr control and greater participa^CTi in ooinmmi^ org^iizatiDn, 
Thm Voloe. vftose sl^an is "Kbridjig togaiter in&pOTdaitly for tte 
bettennent of all/' seldom spe^a out agaijist th6 \it±tm ocCTTimlty 
mlesB it la hinderijig a qpeoific ^CTC pro^CTn or effort. 

Ihe paper is oontrolled by the board of directors of tie 
OorporatiDn^ &cA aoooraing to tiie e^tor^ "TOien it corttes to leading 
stroi^ CTntpaig^is mmt tread very oaucefially*" 

TSie VbioB is a 4-8 page t^lold mth ragged right margltis. 
It inoli3des ^^ary £m phot^rapte but fregumtly usee line dramjigSi^ 

ThB mi ted K-ibes mm , a bi-^we^ly taMoid begun In S^rtett- 
bar^ 1974^ sarres the five tribal grou^ belOTging to Urn Uhited nrlbas 
of North D^ota Dewl^gmant Oo^oration* These ttlbeB are tim Strnd* 
ing BDdc Siomc^ the Lahe TtHvers Slseeton-WiJ^ton Sin^, Turtle mm- 
tain Chi^^m ttee, ^rt Tottm Evil's SioiK mi Fbrt Bert- 
hold niree Affiliate Tribes* 

llditad by Huriet S^e^ 197S prasid©it of tiie Anwican Indian 
Press Association^ Ite^ is published at Bianardc^ ^ the thited Tribes 
B^loyiTOit Canter* It carries f ram all the trltes md tolbal ses- 
sIots, focus tog on ^ucatiOT, curriuiiiin and control of the sctools* 
Qiviroimimt^ concerns are bIbo mn^al, >ri.tii Jn-^ptii and IntOTprative 
reporting m himting aid fishing rights and legislation af feeing ^se 



Txihal leaderahipy vdille not i^^ly criticized m J^&m, is 

caxiefiLLly \mtcl^, In tecarber, 1974^ an Mitoriri OTmented in part: 

It is not the ftmction of tiiis nw^paper to 
bad-TODutt oiar Tr^Bn lea^r^up uiflividually 
or oollertiVBly^ nor do vm vCTit to be seTOrely 
mitical of our trtoal laaaara be«.usa it is 
Qoranon knwladga tiiat mudh of this leatoafliip 
is c^^ed out tff^er difficult circuratances*39 

Like rany Ii^an papers^ !fews ccncOTtrates on healtii issues 
sudi as alootolism affid dnig ad^ction^ pssx^Hve practiMs and docu- 
nentation on the dangers aM.affecte of addictiati, Tpdjan biislnesi 
successes are dircniclad as ara atitLatic aid i^rte acMevwBnts* 

Goncerred about tile OTploj^nrnt practioes of area broadcast 
redia, tim l^ms took a m^my in late 1974 of selected televisico sta- 
tions tiiroughout Iforti and South Detota and f^tana, Fijidtogs reveale 
ttiat of tiie 15 stations survey^^ 7 imi Native AtBrican TOpre^itation 
on tteir staffs aM tiiat Nati^;e Anericms held 10 of 560 full twe posi- 
tions witii 6 of thDse m vmims lower levels of &cisioii'^nddng,40 

Ttm editor also ligsts a talk show, "BTdian Oomtiy/' on KP^ 
BiOTardc. Di Jmuary, 1975, Ms* Sl^'a guest vot Hea^ 
arrests and ijT^aa^ ^lo^fi^^ dai^stoatlori to pro 
^ of a liiite man charged i^th mmslav^hter in tiie death of Mrs, Bad Heart 
Bull's son, Iftiit^ ^^^s Nws had focused attention on tha^case and con- -/ 



^cident and hmr trial attaipted to put tha aituatiOT to a tom ae- 
a^ata light -tiim tiie veMions gi^^^ m the i^ta orlmtrf press. 
Mrs, Bull's letters from prison wotb prtoted, Orm e^torlal eon- 
tr^ter J^r s^tence mth the treatnwit glvm Ri^ard MIjcot follow- 
ing Watergate I 

Ttmmm CTlnes of Watecgate Ma of a m^fni- 
ti^ ttat surpasses anytiilng so far in our 
nattonal histo^, ymt Sar^ Bad Heart BtJ,l 
wnt to prison because she ^^tM the kil- 
ler (s) of tor son aroested fed tri©a*41 

The News f olloro tiie pattern of oommmi^ p^erm in sudi re- 
golmr features sudi as tiie "Staadent of tiie MonUi" ooliim, acoomts of > ^ 
graduation honors aid spedrars^ an oooMlonal llterMy page^ \d^iettea - 
on local artists and busijiesm^^ mm Brimfm, Ltsm of Inte^st fran 
the various tribal gro^^ ijicluding wddlngs, mniversariffl m& other 
celebrations * 

The 8-pa^ t^loid makes ^od use of ptotographa aari skill&l 
cartooning. It uses the MPA rmm serwoe and reprints im.th acknowledge- 
mi^t) Mtloles from other papers* 

^ther intertribal p^r^ tte NQrOBg^st todlm ttews , serves 
a nulti-teibal readOTMup timt is pradpmijiantly mbm^^ The p^per 



has a circulation of abo^ 4,000. It ^ feunded in^^^ 




^mm, and is published mmtttly ty mdians Into OonmBttcatiDns , Inc. , and '/M 
carries the slogan "LarpBSt Indim New^^»er in tite Northwest." Edited in 3153 



Sfattle^ it vms fomided as a ourirrum,^ im^aper and drisariged tiirM y^&xm 
ago to promota Ir^mi jOTmallan careers. It cummtly etpl^s oolleg#^ 
age Inaian stid^te as raporters ar^ serves as a labDratory trMJung tool 
in ad<^tion to baijig a v^^cle of infcmiation aM aoromunioation for a di* 
verbified urbai OTmumiQ'* 

"rae rssuilt tea broi plaoanant of 5 
traijied JMian ODllega atudtots on 
tim strff of oyr TOwspapar aid tiia 
aubs^pimt rise to quali^ o£ 
raporttog in gmaral^" 

Bia publications dijreotDr aMifidad*^^ 

itorft^st Indlm N i^a may vmll be tiie aJ.y ragimal publica^ 

tion ac^avlj^ this sort of recnitmmt mA teaJmng access in tise 

Itoit^ States, There has baen littla or no Intaraat ©^cessad founda- 

ticns or gDvettHttent for fondijig tratoJjig prograai is of tiiis 

Thm pa^r focuses on local rmm and issues my& aJms at top 
quali^r professional ooverage of Didim points of ait it go^ 

bayCTsd local bourtfaries to oovot issues pertii»it to all IMians, Stor 
temple ^ ina issue eaa^iad oonpretoislve listings of Native Arerican 
artists and crafts pea^ms viio wrk or ha^ liv)rf In ^ Pacific Jtorth- 

Vbm paper amng tiie tap t^ Amariean Indian 
nCTdMtad for the itoarican D^m^PMSs Association'^ Potts 
majoA. It was citad for its in-depth coverage of the' reeeit'^isiilng^^ ;^ 
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'Sm paper itself has had some initial financial ■ s\5port 
fion diiardtes, as well as ^^Sm volunteer assistance in 1973; 

Actual rontoits of tiie paper vary fian intermetra mtii Buf^ 
St. Marie and other IMian paraonalities to articles on national poli- 
tical agures liJce Jrfm airlldman, \*o requested tiat te be allowed 
to sarwe his Wate^ate sentoioe TOrklng wiUi Pi^los in New Iteelco. 
Indian fishing rights and other enmromiental resource issues are 
reported on, as are acti\dsts at oolleges and tmiveraities as these 
»late ta IMians. A regular oolumn, "Eto Your Healtii," discusses s\:^ 
topi^ as alcoholian, duJLd healtii, md tiie ^ogrms arailable ttnough 
tiie Seattle Bidian HealUi Board, to acoaipai^lng regul« featura, "Health 
Schedule," indicatos when and \*ere public heaiai servloas lijce clinies, 
family planning, alroholism, ooimsellng and dmtal cltaira are available 
to ccitinunity imfeers. 

TlM effort is to infoBm li^an md noi-IndiMi audimces. As one 
of the staff mratoers said, mm has a du^ to Vidians, "not just as a fact 
dieet for orgmizatiais, and not so nMch to wurify as to ^ose."44 

MDst JjTportantly, md e^arently -sueoessfully, tiie H&ws of f ars 
needed role models for Br^ois in ocmtninicatlai. , 

Sate News stafft nimbars al^ work on tiia half hot^ w^ly adian 
MM ^ran aired eadi Tuesd^ m ITOB-IM. Txi oo^eration with the Seattle 
aidian Oentar, out of thich ^« staffeirs work, md tiie Indian Mbman's Ser- 
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vire Lea^jer ttia pa^^rain oovbts loa^, regime and natiDnal D^an 
n^^, includtng ^^ecial ^est Intarvi^^ and some on^tt^ao^M re* 
porta fxom acrose ttiB csmtry* Audimca particlpa^OT Sm aioo^raged 
vdth ILstamcB ±rwLtm& to ^id Uiair amounOTnaits of oonmmi^ in* 
teraet to toe station, Tl^ News ^ra^ias a promuiOTt ai pranot^^ the 
progran. • 




N^^sapers are also polished through the lead^^iip aid 
eponsoirship of ^padBl ^mcles. mmtlQnM earli^, diur^ ^oi^s 
have ^XDnTOred papers* Educational grot^ and ijistitaitions are riso 
iifliJOTtial in siflpportijig NatiTO AneriCTn M^^apera. As early 
in tiua refort^ oDllege ad high sdrool stuteits haro eGRie vi^y soc^ 
«asfal papers* to -Hiis ]^st secti^n^ vre mil look at just too reg\d.ar 
and high quali^ publications ^ am ^meored in part ^ a universi^ 
^ctansion agOTq?' aid anottier publiehed at a prmln^t Didiai oollege* 

Ttim esmp i s a redely p4)lished at the Ft* ^Itai^ agm-* 

in HarlCT/ MDntma by tiia TCairi Oasicil of ^simboina md aosVmtre 
in oP^>eratim mtii tiie EKtaision Se^ndoe of Montaia State OoUega, 
Etoimd^ in 1969 ^ it has a currait ciirailation of 700 (350 paid) vMdi means^ 
in the wrds of its editor^ close to 7000 reafl^s, since eacdi o^y of the 
paper st^ppose^y passes to at least tmn pe^le* This thme was repeated 
]^ many editors^ vAio adcM^ledged tiiat not eve^ martoer of the trite nor 
evsQ^ houstfiold cm a resMration or agmcy em affprt a si^bsoriptijon* 
AcQDrding to tiie ^Itiory Angela Shas^^ the Cmp Criar isj rMl*- ? ^ 

dmts of tile Ft* Beltaiap hgm^i tiis mly newspaper. 

ttler is gDwrned hy a Boud of Dlractors v?ho are 
c^lomly im^lved witii tiie p^icy and^slross of tiia p^er* Office manage^yl 
mmt is una^ si^erviaiQn of an ext^aim agent for tte FDrt^^^^ 



^Ite inain idea of the paper, according to editor. 
Angle Shawl, is "to Inprove ooimunicatlon on Fort BeUm^: betareen 
various agencies, betw^ agencies and tiie Indian pajple, betWMn 
Fort Beltoiap agaicies aM p«yle and IMian people off the reserva- 
tion." Most of the news In the paper is brought in "roluntarily 
•by various persOTs and agaicies. 

mtll early 1976 ti re Caip M.er mm a nditeogr^ted, legal 
sized, stapled publication. Now, all tOTesettlng and printijig for 
the 4-8 page tabloid are done locally, due to the reoait purdiase ty 
Om Fort Belknap atil)al Oouncil of proasction equipnwit for tiie p^r. 

For tiie nost part the p^r's oraitent raseitoles a series 
of iwtlces and mmruiected little stories of evaits in 'rarious areas 
on tiie reservation. There is an informl, diat^ atoDsphem thiough- 
out tile paper, e'ri.denced in the Ttibal m&m acoounts of v4» ^sited 
v*r , v*io was "seen dancing ui the Frontier Club," ^^lere the potluck 
dimiars will be held, tim hospital patient list and otiier accounts of 
illnesses. Practical suggestions on Iraw to keep ca^ts clem, tow 
to rppair fuwiiture, md how to sucoeBBfuliy atMt gardoi plants indoorB 
are also regul^ly rvm, as me extaislvB listings of j^ qpaii^^ 
eational opportunities' and adiieveinmta for reserratiQn m^ers, and lo- 
cal ads. Sports reports appear each issue, as does tiie prominently dis- 
ld.^ed todcs Oonier, 



Ihe paper also keepe tribal msttoerg ijifonned ^out legisla- 
tive issues* Full texts of pea^jient (tocun«its kb run, inclvdijig a 
tr^^al tousing or^nance# educaH.on,aiTim&imts affecting Native itoeri-- 
f^m, re-classifications of state high&^s, and civil rights of fonrer 
drug abusers. 

In ^ort, Can^ Q-ier s erves an lnfonnatd.onal as ^11 ^ a 
ccfrpaniOTi funcy.on. The only el^fimt missing from Uie publication is 
an editorial ODliamr Ttm oDntroveraial tone of Uie paj^r, hOTever^ 
is partly mtarspersed witii advi^ and sugges^ons/ ar^ tMs in scro 
sense replaoed editorials. 

A final pT^lication/ todim Leader ^ ^pifias arotiier 
^OTQf^related gmyjp of newsp^m's^ ttiose published by Indian col- 
lege students. In sore cases toe papers fmction as minDrity voices 
on predominantly vhite cattrpuses, Tn this cam/ tiie publiMtiOT re- 
flects ttie student ho^, md serves as tiie only nev^p^>er for tiie cam- 
pus. Like tiie Ncgtii&^st Indian Ng^ / discfussed ew^lier^ it also serros 
as a journalistic Idb for pro^^ctive Native ^mrican joumalista. 

Iha Bidian Leadm is toabi'-frontiilv studmt publicatiQn d 
Haskell Indian Jura.or ODllegei a govemnimt-operated rall^e for Marlcan 
In^ans m l£Momom, Kansas* 

Haskell's ^raltamt averages dbout 1/000^ but tim Indian iMBd" 
&c ptblirties 3,500 oopies per iss^. Besldsa smding f ree o^ias to gra- 
duataa In the ndlitMy s^vice^ alisml from aroimd the country subscribe 
for $1.00 a year. 



Tfte Iridic Leader acoepte no advertising and 100% of its bud-- 
get oomes from tte oollege. It putolisltes 15--16 issuea md^l year. 
AH of ttie layout^ printing sand blncfe^ pTOcasetog is done by Haskell 
graphia arts aid prin^rig stiidKits \mA&t tiie super^sion of tJieir Inatruc-' 
tors . 

Inaim Leader la Ttam thm a oollegiate imm^p^. It 
reflects not just the life of the aurrent studtoit body on CTTpus^ but 
focuses on ln^rtmt infomiation for Nati^ve Merlc^:^ m gaittal m m^t^ 

For ^ca^le^ in ttie Mardi 7, 1975 issm^ tte: lead story ^^m&. 
a request fcy the ^reau of Indian Mfalrs for m InCTease of $48 miilida 
for Indian programs oror tiie f isral year 197S fcudget, 

Mother stD^ Uiat same issue mm about a statenwit released 
by tim Secretary of the Interior Rogera Itoxtm oonaermng Indlan^jculture 
and religious use of ndgratDry bird featiitts and ^rts* 

Besides the epical oollege news rtbout caarp^ activities, the 
Indian leader attoftpts to showcaro history # culture and opiniOT* 

Sam TOan^aes of tiiis are toand regularfy in Uis p^er, ^ "todian His- 
tory Calmer" is a r^ilar mmthly feature whlcii highlights aroftir Si^^ 
traglci sucii as Didian inMsaCTis ty U.S. Amy troq^, smA more con- 
tmpora^ h^panlngs,." sudi as Buffy Sainta«Maria*s insistence that only 
Indims play Vidian roles to television programs. -^^^^^ 



tion such aa from vM^ te^s l^ey aam, hotetown^ ijiforaial bio- 
graE^CTl data vAiiA smtm to serve as a friendly introduatim of the 
etudmta to tte mtvdmnt to%# 

Ttm Indian I^^r riso functions to k^p rinmi a vitri p^t 
of aie paresant oollage lifa^ and to prom& a fonin for ajidim stud^ta 
and alinmi to release frustrated feelings in its ^Itorials and letters 



oolurms. 



A printer's filler in the MM^ch 7 issue ^pears to o^ture 



the attitude of ttm oollegiato pi^lication^ nie Indiai Leaden 



"I wait to wmI Bat, if I don't vdn^ let 
tihen toow I teied*" 
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m 

The Anerican IMian prees is ^i^^ unique^ and serving a ftmction needed 
anong -me paress ^stana operaUng m. tte iMted States today. Tfte mmy 
newsp^ra serving tiie Atperican Indian oomwnities in this roimtry are indi- 
^dml md Ind^^dmt, while at the mmm ttoa coopemting to xneet coimttmica- 
tlOT and Ijif orrotiOT ne^ unmet jjy a vftite^3annuiated mMs media ^stOT mr 
able or imwilllng to take acoount of J^rican's In^an minDri^* 

It is r^t a waltiiy and po^rerful press # and so has scrotlTOS erratle public 
cation patterns* ^ ai^ large^ Uie TOrk of tiim indimdual nera staffs is 
acoonplished ty hard overrork^ oftm fcy pMsoM wrktog for no ^ and after 
hDiOE at another jdb* But is is ^rod mvSi a misatoig press^ ai^i it de-- 
serves to take its place iji any serious stu^ of tim press in tiiis country^ 
botii in t^ns of its rmarJ^le history and its ciment^ irr^laCTMe aontri-- 
butions. 

Ihe ^narican Indian Press serves also to dooirrait tite life and histoq^ of 
native people^ md to fi^t for Uieir righto biA tiie prssttvation of UieJx 
heritage. In Intooducij^ its tedia Director, tte •Ateriem Iiiaian Press As- 
sociation wrote s 

A caiimmicatiOT ^^Ic^Mn mong J^mMloan Indims 
and M^ca Natives is occurilng paraleU^^^^^ 
Didian renaissance of the mind and the spirit, 
like all irajor occmiinenoes^^^^m 
3tadian oDmnunicaticais escplosion^^dJi^liii^^ 
qi«ioes inpossible to detemdna-at tJie^pcSsent 
moment. But surely the fa^^nii^ future of 'tifie"^ 
.^rican Indian and Alaska. Native will he faith- 
fully reflected — and caugjitlfor aH tiire — by 
this develcsping phenomeiKSi.^S l/^^Y^^yj^^/C^,.^ ' ^ 
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